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EXPLANATORY  MEMORANDUM 
In  view  of  the  accident  which  has  occurred  at  the  Chernobyl  nuclear 
power  station and  the  resulting  radioactive fallout,  it  appears 
essential  that  the  Community  should  take  appropriate action with  regard 
to  imports  from  non-member  countries.  The  level  of  fallout 
radioactivity  in  the  area  immediately  surrounding  the  power  station and 
in  certain neighbouring  countries  is  Likely  to be  such  that  it may  be 
dangerous  to  consume  certain agricultural  products  such  as  meat,  fresh 
milk  and  milk  products  and  freshwater  fish.  Certain Member  States  have 
already  taken  action  on  this matter.  Common  measures  to deal  with  the 
situation should  immediately  be  adopted  as  a  matter of  urgency  in  order 
to preserve  the  unity of  the  common  market,  to prevent  any  deflection 
of  trade  within  the  Community  and  to  ensure  consumer  safety. 
For  these  purposes  the  Commission  is forwarding  to  the  Council  a  proposal 
for  a  Regulation  covering  most  of  the  abovementioned  products.  The 
Commission  will  itself adopt  a  measure  relating  to  Live  animals  and 
meat,  on  the  basis  of  the powers  conferred  on  it.  It is also  forwarding 
to the  Council,  for  information,  the  Recommendation  wh1ch  it 1s  today 
addresi1ng  to the  Member  States  in  order  to achieve  better coordination 
of  the  national measures  which  are being  adopted  on  the  Community  market. t1AY.06  '86  16:58  BPU><  DG9C  1:·!38  FA><  32-2-21t::H::01  P.05 
PROPOSAL  FOR  COUNCIL  REGULATION  CEEC)  No  86  ON  THE  SUSPENSION  OF 
IMPORTS  OF  CERTAIN  AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS  ORIGINATING  IN  CERTAIN  THIRD  COUNTRIES 
THE  COUNCIL  OF  THE  EUROPEAN  COMMUNITITES, 
Having  regard  to  the  Treaty  establishing  the  European  Economic  Community; ,and 
in particular  Article  113  thereof, 
Having  regard  to  the  proposal  from  the  Commission, 
Having  regard  to  Council  Regulation  <EEC)  No  804/68  of  27  June  1968  on  the 
common  organlzation of  the  market  in  milk  and  milk  products1,  and  in  particular 
the  first  subparagraph  of  Article  19(2)  thereof, 
Hav1ng  regard  to  Council  Regulation  (EEC)  No  1035/72  of  18  May  1972  on  the  common 
organization of  the  market  in  fruit  and  vegetables2,  and  in particular  the  first 
subparagraph  of  Articl'e  22<1>  thereof, 
Having  regard  to  Council  Regulation  <EEC)  No  3796/81  of  29  December  1981 
on  the  common  organization of  the  market  in  fishery  products3,  and  in particular  the 
first  subparagraph  of  Article  19(3)  thereof, 
OJ  No  L 148,  28.6.1968,  p.  13. 
2 
OJ  No  L  118,  20.5.1972,  1.  p. 
1! 
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Whereas,  following  the  accident  at  the  Chernobyl  nuclear  power  plant  and 
the  release  into the  atmosphere  of  radioactive  material,  fallout  from 
which  has  been  detected  in  Europe,  some  Member  States  have  taken  steps 
to  prohibit  or  control  imports  from  third  countries  in  the  contaminated 
area; 
Whereas  it  is  incumbent  on  the  Community  to  ensure  that  common  measures 
are  taken  to  preserve  the  unity  of  the  common  market  and  prevent  deflections 
of  trade  within  the  community,  while  at  the  same  time  ensuring  consumer 
safety; 
Whereas  imports  of  certain agricultural  products  originating  in  third 
countries  which  have  been  contaminated  by  radioactive  fallout  should  therefore 
be  suspended  on  a  temporary  basis,  account  being  taken  of  the  gravity of 
the  situation according  to  the  geographical  Location  of  those  countries; 
Whereas  a  decision  to  maintain  or  lift  the  suspension  of  imports  should 
be  taken  in  the  Light  of  information  which  becomes  available  concerning 
the  levels  of  rad1oact1vity  on  Land  and  in water  in  the  third  countries 
concerned, 
HAS  ADOPTED  THIS  REGULATION: 
Article  1 
Imports  of  the  products  Listed  in  the  Annex  originating  in  Bulgaria, 
Czechoslovakia,  Hungary,  Poland,  Romania  and  the  Soviet  Union  are  hereby 
suspended. 11A'r'. 06  ':36  17:  00'  BRUX  DG'3C  KI38  FH~< .32-2-2181801  P.07 
Article  2 
The  suspension  of  imports  prov~ded for  in  Article 1  shall  als~ apply  ta · 
the  products  referred to  therein  for  which  an  import  licence,  whether 
or  not  it provides  for  advance  fixing  of  the  levy,  is  presented. 
Article  3 
Detailed  rules  for  the  application  of  this Regulation  and  additions  to or 
deletions  from  the  list of  products  contained  in  the  Anne~ or  the  list of 
countries  contained  in Article  1  shall  be  adopted  in  accordance  with  the 
procedure· Laid  down  in  Article  26  of  Council  Regulation  CEEC)  No  2727/75 
or  the  corresponding  articles of  the  other  regulations  establishing 
common  organizations  of  the  markets  in  agricultural  products  as 
appropriate. 
Article  4 
This  Regulation  shall  enter  into  force  on  the  day  of  its publication  in 
the Official  Journal  of  the  European  Communities. 
This  Regulation  shall  be  binding  in  its entirety  and  directly applicable 
in all  Member  States. 
Done  at  For  the  Council MAY.06  ':36  17:01  BRU~< DG9C  KI38  FAX  32-2-2181801  P.08 
Mili§! 
List  of  products  refe~red to  in  Article  1 
CCT  Head 1  n!i.  No 
-Live sheep  and  goats  01.04 
- Freshwater  fish  and  fish  roes  03.01  A 
-Fresh milk  and  milk  products  04.01 
- Fresh  vegetables  <including  potatoes)  07 
- Fresh  fruit  08 1·1AY.06  '8b  17:01  BRU><  I•r:;g,:  n38  F.H>:  32-2·-2181801 
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COMMISSION  RECOMMENDATION 
addresstd  to the  Member  States  concerning  the  coordination 
of  national  measures  taken  in  respect  of  agricultural 
products  as  a  result  of  radioactive fallout  from  the 
Soviet  Union 
THE  COMMISSION  OF  THE  EUROPEAN  COMMUNITIES, 
P.10 
Having  regard to the  Treaty  establishing  the  European  Economic  Community,  and  in 
particular Article  155  thereof, 
Whereas,  following  the  uccident  at  the  nuclear  power  pl~nt  at  Chernobyl  in 
the  Soviet  Union,  radioactive  elements  were  di~persed in  the  atmosph~re and 
fallout  was  recorded  in  the  Community; 
Whereas,  out  of  a  legitimate  concern  to protect  the  health  of  consumers,  Member 
States  have  adopted  national  measures  to  restrict  or  prohibit  the  marketing  of 
certain agricultural  products; 
Whereas,  as  regards  relations  with  the  third  countries  affected,  the  Commission  has 
I 
presented the  Council  with  a  proposal  to  suspend  imports  of  agricultural  products 
which  are  liable to  be  contaminated  and,  in  the  case  of  meat,  will  take  the  necessary 
measures  to that  end; 
Whereas  it  is therefore  necessary  to  coordinate  the  measures  taken  by  the  Member 
States  as  regards  market1ng  on  their  own  market,  recommending  them  to  observe  strict 
limits  applicable  to the  most  sensitive products  and  to  apply  to the  products  which  the> 
export  the  same  rules  and  controls  as  those  applied  in  the  case  of  marketing  on 
their national  market; ~  ·.:  ...:... 
P. 11 
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Whereas  the  assurance  thus  given  by  the  exporting  Member  State  should  enable  the 
1  mport ing  Member  State  to  wad ve  any  other  requirement  on  i 11purt  and  in  part~ cular 
~ny  add1t1onat  certificat~,  1t  being  understood  that  no  Member  State  will  apply 
to  products  originating  in  another  Member  State  str~cter measures  than  those  which 
it  app~ies  ~n  respect  of  its  own  market, 
HEREBY  RECOMMENDS  MEMBER  STATES: 
1.  to  ensure that  the  following  maximum  tolerances  are  observed  in  respect  of 
marketing  on  the1r  own  market: 
From  MaMimum  activity  (Bqikg) 
Milk  and  m1lk  jj  Fru1t  and 
products  veg~tables 
-----~-----+-----------4 
I 
----~.  ~i 
6  r::ay  ':986 
16  May  1986 
I 
i 
J 
I 
l 
26  May  'Q86  1 
----~---··J~~-·-----
500  350 
250  175 
125  90 
--·-~---
2.  to  subject  products  they  expert  to  the  same  limits  and,  generally  speaking.  to 
the  $&me  controls  regarding  radioa~tivity as  those  applying  to their  own  market; J 
3.  to  recognize  controls thus  perfor~~d by  the  exporting  Member  State,  doing  away  with 
any  other  requirementson import  in  this  connection,  in  particular  any  additional 
certificates; 
4.  to  inform  the  other  Member  States  and  the  Commission  ~1thout  delay  of  th~ action 
taken  1n  respons&  to this  Recommendation. 
Done  at  Srusse l s,  For  the  Commission 